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Validity is an integrated judgment of the degree to which

empirical evidence and theoretical rationales support the

adequacy and appropriateness of inferences and actions

based on test scores or other modes of assessment

Messick, S. (1989). Validity. In R. L. Linn (Ed.), Educational measurement (3rd ed.)
(pp. 13-103). New York: Macmillan.
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NITIY Test Interpretation Test Use
Evidential Basis Construct Validity (CV) CV + Relevance/Utility (R/U)

Consequential Basis | CV + Value Implications (VI) | CV + R/U + VI + Social Consequences
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FIGURE 2. Facets of validity
Note. From “Meaning and Values in Test Validation™ by 5. Messick, 1989b, Educarional
Researcher, 18(2), p. 10. Copyright 1989 by American Educational Research Association.
Reprinted by permission.
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